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There is a family tree of the Van Gelder family in the book Beautiful
People by Johan Van Gelder, including my grandmother. The family is
originally from Gendringen/Aalten and came to the Netherlands as
Leyser, after which the name was changed to Van Gelder.

https://www.joodsmonument.nl/en/page/162180/abraham-alexander-van-gelder

| wouldn’t quite put it this way, but their family stories confirm or at least do not disagree with my research on them.

Beautiful people: The story of Van Gelder worldwide Kindle & (o

Edition

by Johan van Gelder (Author), Sayah Ticho (Translator)

members of this family.

There are many books about family histories in the world. This one was still missing: The history of the Jewish family Van
Gelder in the Netherlands. The title “Beautiful People” was chosen in order to accentuate the unique appearance of the

The research revealed roughly 7700 blood-related people. The oldest trace goes back almost three hundred years to the
town Gendringen, situated in the province of Gelderland. About two hundred years ago some of the members of the Van
Gelder family moved from the Dutch village Terborg to the Dutch city Groningen.Described is the life of this family as
researched in old papers, manuscripts and interviews. The book describes not only the history of Van Gelder but also of
Goldsmit, Swartberg, Koekkoek, Vissel and Turksma. The Second World War brought great tragedy to the family. More than
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one hundred members were deported-young and old, big and small. Most went to the concentration camp Auschwitz

(Oswiecim) or they were executed in Holland. There must have been more, but the information has not been saved. It is the
wish of the author to bring the names of these family members back to our remembrance that he set out to perform the
research and wrote down the findings as well as he possibly could do.
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David Aron and Engelina van Gelder’s tombstones in Jewish Cemetery in Aalten:
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https://w.openarchieen.nI/gId:6ADDC5DE—F2ED—41DB—BADO—62A5A84EAC07

Peter Lurvink’s 1991 book (it is in the Internet Archive, since November 2023) said in Dutch, “[The] family Van Gelder
whose ancestors lived in Terborg (not related to the 'Aaltense' Van Gelders).” His book shows both of those families,
but having no connections between them seemed unlikely to me, so I‘ll try to check whether his conclusion is correct.

Below are his pictures of the ones in Aalten and Terborg.


https://www.joodsmonument.nl/en/page/162180/abraham-alexander-van-gelder
https://www.openarchieven.nl/gld:6ADDC5DE-F2ED-41DB-BAD0-62A5A84EAC07
https://archive.org/details/de-joodse-gemeente-in-aalten
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1 DE AALTENSE FAMILIE VAN GELDER

Van de vijf kinderen van Aron Gompert en Sara Joseph (zie
figuur 2) zorgden alleen de twee oudsten voor cen nageslacht.
De anderen verhuisden of stierven ongehuwd en kinderloos.

- JOSEPH ARON (1778-1847) 1818 X SARA PHILIP VAN GELDER (* Terborg, 17921865, zic stamboom 1v)
- ARON joserH (1820-1880)
— rEBEKKA (1827-1896)
L scHEUNE (i831-1808)
« pumip (18651943, ‘Abraham van 't Seurken’, buitencchiehyk kind) ¥ ESTHER SCHENK
(* Schoonhoven, 1860-1906) x x ELISE COHEN (* Pruiscn, 1876-1943)
- joserH BaCKs (* Utrecht, 1919-1942, pleegzoon)

— DavID ARON (1784-1850) X FRAADJE ABRAHAM JOEL (* ?, 1801-1872) Zij kregen negen kinderen
waarvan atleen de oudste zoon in Aalien bleel wonen, huwde en kinderen kreeg,
 ARON DAVID (iB2g-1g13) x JurcHeN LIpPER (* Iserlohn, 1B32-1907)
pAVID ARON (1865-1938) x ENGELINA VAN DER LaaN (* Noordbroek, i865-1948)
]» . aroN DAVID (* 1898, verhuisde in 1gig naar Winterswijk)
i: 1zak DAvID (1899-1084) x TRUITJE KEVZER (* Hasselt)
JuLus DaviD (104-1976) x FROUWTJEN vaN GELDEREN (* Hattem, 1905-1999)
[ paviD (% 1933)
saromon (% 1937)
- HERMAN ARON (* 1867, verhuisde in 1900 naar Almelo)
— Jurius aroN (186g-1880)
— FEDERIKA (* 1871, verhuisde in 1892 naar Winterswijk)
— LEVIE ARON (1873-1943) % JuLa LANDAU (* Gemen, 1882-1943)
ERICH (190G-1943)
‘E JULCHEN (1912-1943)
ARNOLD (1921-1941)
sopHiA (1876-1936) x JosepH WEIEL (* Brummen, 1880-1960}
— ABRAHAM WEIJEL (* 1908, verhuisde in 1928 naar Leeuwarden)
L ARON WELEL (* 1gi1) % KLaRA COHEN (* Neustadigodens)
L jacoB WEIEL (* 1014, verhuisde in 1935 naar Amsterdam)
L ABRAHAM ARON (1878-1g44) % REINTJEN DE JONG (* Apeldoorn, 1881-1944)
ARNOLD ABRAHAM (* 1908) x DINA DE BRAVE (* 's Hertogenbosch, 1913)
- RENE ELISABETH (" 1938)
- EVELINE (* 1910) x EDUARD LEESER (* 190g, zoon van Joseph Leeser uil Aalten)
— siMON (* 1912)
JULCHEN (1913-1943)
— MavriTs {* 1g16)

You can see Eveline and Eduard Leeser and son on the bottom there; they were rescued from the Shoah,
I've told their story in the end notes of my paper.



IV DE FAMILIE VAN GELDER UIT TERBORG

PHILIP LEIJZER VAN GELDER X JUDITH ABRAHAMS Uit Terborg
SARA PHILEP {* 792-
: {* Terborg, 1792-1865) 1818 JOSEPH ARON VAN GELDER (17781847 7
LENZER PHILIP (* Terborg, 1981-18r Winterswi Lo anibe
wonend in Win OOT8, TJOIIB5I} X AMALIA CASPER COHEN (* Winterswiik 86 "
nend in NFTr:rsqu, later in Bredevoort, zie stamboom 1) T
SusanNa (* Winterswijk i8og) x sesjam
( oS BESJAMIN MOSES DE Haas (* Bredevaor j
stamboom vi) 53 Hiredeeon e
l;smmjw LEISER (" Winterswijk 1810) x eva BRAUNSBERG (* Nijmegen
emmel. Het cchipaar kreeg vijf kinderen waarvan cen zoon, Leijse
peme on, Leijser,
LEIJSER X SaRA COHEN {* 1834, zic slamboom )
ABRAHAM LEI[SER {* 1868)
JACOB LEIJSER (* 1867)
= - : .
::f;fm { W]ntf?:s*-;‘yk, 1812-1882) 1836 x JACOB SIMON SCHAAP
MON LEUSER (* Winterswijk, 181418 5
( . 1336 % KLaw
stamboom 11} +%55) 99 e
saka (1896-1868)
JuLia (1837-1871) x LEVIE van GEvLDER (* Groningen 841, v
vVan zyn vrouw naar Enschede) 1
AMALIA (1839-1856)
SUSANNE (* 1B41) x siMoN Jac - i
1 x sn 0B COHEN {* 1840, zie sta
SIMON (1844-1846) o R
SEBILLA (1845-1B54)
ABR N -
BRAHAM ( 1848 fﬂgg: ¥ AMALIA sCHaaP (1854-1g10, zie stamboom 1))
LEIJSER SALOMON (1850-1865)
CASPER LEI (* Bredevoort,
o Bn:devojjf[n C Bnétécmc_ut, 1822-1889, wonend in Bredevoort} x SUSANNE LEVY DE Haas
 1020-1635, zie stamboom vi) x x s * Werth ,
il : m v SARA SANDER (* Werth, 1849-1928) Sara
§ €en zuster van slager Levie Sander uit Bredevoort en Eva Sandcrgic)ccrsw

Vi ¥ £ L
ouw van veorganger Simon Abraham Vles. Sara en Levie overleden beiden | i
waren de laatste joodse inwoners van Bredevoort e

Boz) Woonden in
naar Aalten

(1B13-1876, zie stamboom 1)
N SCHAAP (1809-1878, zie

erhuisde na het overlijden

“The name Vles [on bottom] was eventually spelled as Fles via Flesch.
The name Franken later became Frank.” I'll add the next quote from Lurvink: “Of the forty-four Jews of Aalten in 1813

(the spouses are not mentioned on this list), there are twenty-eight [descendants of David Markus].” (On page 42.)
Their family interrelationships were often complicated by marrying their cousins, remarrying, etc. He gives examples.

This family tree’s patriarch was born in Aalten around 1801;
https://www.dutchjewry.org/genealogy/duparc/7935.shtml, and then they went to Terborg in the next generation.
Here is a link to the family tree from a patriarch born in 1739 who does go back to Gendringen and then to Terborg;
https://www.dutchjewry.org/genealogy/ndbeli/11137.shtml.

Genealogy websites don’t seem conclusive to me, do you think they were descended from the Aalten family, or perhaps
that Lurvink’s conclusion is valid? Simon Abraham Fles, born 1836 was likely the great-grandson of Jacob Gompert Fles.



https://www.dutchjewry.org/genealogy/duparc/7935.shtml
https://www.dutchjewry.org/genealogy/ndbeli/11137.shtml

The Leyser family is hard for me to describe as a group; for one thing its spelling varies. See the image above. | was
looking up a book about Jewish graves in Emmerich on the Rhine River and noticed this picture of a headstone there;

1 https://www.nrz.de/staedte/emmerich-rees-isselburg/article214993571/rundgang-ueber-den-juedischen-friedhof-in-emme
.\\' % _:“’ I‘,ﬁ 1R "k

https://www.geni.com/people/Isaak-Leyser/6000000014948533920 This is them,
whose line goes back to 1740.
An Aalten Holocaust victim; https://oudaalten.nl/samenleving/bevolking/personen/leezer-bernard-een-jid-is-een-jid/.

Next I'll look at more direct ancestors. Recall that Jacob Cleves’ father’s final last name
indicated he was from Emmerich. The 0520 source already provided in my end notes
shows an Isaac Marcus marrying Sebilla Heijman, born in s-Heerenberg (Montferland).

| was and still am trying to find the father of David Markus. This town was also by the
Rhine River, close to Emmerich. Instead of another link here is a nice picture of that town.

Ontdek de Achterhoek Zien & Doen Blijven slapen Eten &L



https://www.geni.com/people/Isaak-Leyser/6000000014948533920
https://oudaalten.nl/samenleving/bevolking/personen/leezer-bernard-een-jid-is-een-jid/

That was perhaps a good place to end this side trip, but instead I'll link to an overview history.
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/07/travel/tracing-jewish-history-along-the-rhine.html.

Since it didn’t work like | was hoping, I'll explain what I’d searched for; another city along the

Rhine (Rees), and actually another family — Reens. (I’ve thought that they might be descended

from Markus’s sisters, who’s patronymic names were spelled with a “c” -see following link for more?).
https://www.dutchjewry.org/genealogy/ashkenazi/4160.shtml Website has an example of crossovers, or families
that sometimes intermarried with each other.

| didn’t want to get into yet another Fles family from Amsterdam! But maybe | should note that they married into the
Gomperz family; see geni.com/people/Vrouwtie-Frumet-Fles/6000000014100665680. What are the implications?

Then the Reens’ descendants may have moved in parallel to Nijmegen along with my ancestors,

occasionally marrying with them. https://www.geni.com/people/Rijntje-Vos/6000000016842339912.

Note the last name there = Vos. | had a bit of difficulty looking those families up. It’s a pretty common name.
Some of the Reens families still live in Aalten, NL. Some from Amsterdam were victims in the Shoah.

A nytimes.com/2014/09/07/travel/t
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Richter’s luminescent 11,500-piece stained-
glass window in the south transept. But our
young guide had no idea of the whereabouts
of the object I was after. We finally found it
affixed to the north wall, toward the rear of
the cathedral: a plaque posted by Archbishop
Engelbert II in 1266 establishing in Latin the
terms of the so-called Judenprivileg (Jews’
privilege). It literally set in stone medieval
Jewry’s subservient status and prescribed
perks for so-called Schutzjuden (protected
Jews), notably the right to proceed
unmolested when burying their dead.

Construction on the Cologne cathedral began in 1248 and
didn’t end until 1880. Benjamin Kilb for The New York Times


https://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/07/travel/tracing-jewish-history-along-the-rhine.html
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