
 
https://www.joodsmonument.nl/en/page/162180/abraham-alexander-van-gelder  
I wouldn’t quite put it this way, but their family stories confirm or at least do not disagree with my research on them.  
 

 
 
David Aron and Engelina van Gelder’s tombstones in Jewish Cemetery in Aalten: 
https://www.openarchieven.nl/gld:6ADDC5DE-F2ED-41DB-BAD0-62A5A84EAC07  

 
 
Peter Lurvink’s 1991 book (it is in the Internet Archive, since November 2023) said in Dutch, “[The] family Van Gelder 
whose ancestors lived in Terborg (not related to the 'Aaltense' Van Gelders).”  His book shows both of those families, 
but having no connections between them seemed unlikely to me, so I‘ll try to check whether his conclusion is correct.  
Below are his pictures of the ones in Aalten and Terborg.  
 

https://www.joodsmonument.nl/en/page/162180/abraham-alexander-van-gelder
https://www.openarchieven.nl/gld:6ADDC5DE-F2ED-41DB-BAD0-62A5A84EAC07
https://archive.org/details/de-joodse-gemeente-in-aalten


 
 
You can see Eveline and Eduard Leeser and son on the bottom there; they were rescued from the Shoah,  
I’ve told their story in the end notes of my paper.   



 
“The name Vles [on bottom] was eventually spelled as Fles via Flesch.  
The name Franken later became Frank.”  I’ll add the next quote from Lurvink: “Of the forty-four Jews of Aalten in 1813 
(the spouses are not mentioned on this list), there are twenty-eight [descendants of David Markus].” (On page 42.)   
Their family interrelationships were often complicated by marrying their cousins, remarrying, etc.  He gives examples.   
 
This family tree’s patriarch was born in Aalten around 1801; 
https://www.dutchjewry.org/genealogy/duparc/7935.shtml, and then they went to Terborg in the next generation.  
Here is a link to the family tree from a patriarch born in 1739 who does go back to Gendringen and then to Terborg; 
https://www.dutchjewry.org/genealogy/ndbeli/11137.shtml. 
Genealogy websites don’t seem conclusive to me, do you think they were descended from the Aalten family, or perhaps 
that Lurvink’s conclusion is valid?  Simon Abraham Fles, born 1836 was likely the great-grandson of Jacob Gompert Fles.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dutchjewry.org/genealogy/duparc/7935.shtml
https://www.dutchjewry.org/genealogy/ndbeli/11137.shtml


 
The Leyser family is hard for me to describe as a group; for one thing its spelling varies.  See the image above.  I was 
looking up a book about Jewish graves in Emmerich on the Rhine River and noticed this picture of a headstone there; 

 
https://www.geni.com/people/Isaak-Leyser/6000000014948533920  This is them,  
whose line goes back to 1740. 
An Aalten Holocaust victim; https://oudaalten.nl/samenleving/bevolking/personen/leezer-bernard-een-jid-is-een-jid/.  
 
 
Next I’ll look at more direct ancestors.  Recall that Jacob Cleves’ father’s final last name  
indicated he was from Emmerich.  The 0520 source already provided in my end notes  
shows an Isaac Marcus marrying Sebilla Heijman, born in s-Heerenberg (Montferland).   
I was and still am trying to find the father of David Markus.  This town was also by the  
Rhine River, close to Emmerich. Instead of another link here is a nice picture of that town.  

 
 

https://www.geni.com/people/Isaak-Leyser/6000000014948533920
https://oudaalten.nl/samenleving/bevolking/personen/leezer-bernard-een-jid-is-een-jid/


That was perhaps a good place to end this side trip, but instead I’ll link to an overview history.  
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/07/travel/tracing-jewish-history-along-the-rhine.html.  
Since it didn’t work like I was hoping, I’ll explain what I’d searched for; another city along the  
Rhine (Rees), and actually another family – Reens.  (I’ve thought that they might be descended  
from Markus’s sisters, who’s patronymic names were spelled with a “c” -see following link for more?).   
https://www.dutchjewry.org/genealogy/ashkenazi/4160.shtml Website has an example of crossovers, or families  
that sometimes intermarried with each other.   
 
I didn’t want to get into yet another Fles family from Amsterdam! But maybe I should note that they married into the 
Gomperz family; see geni.com/people/Vrouwtie-Frumet-Fles/6000000014100665680. What are the implications?  
 
Then the Reens’ descendants may have moved in parallel to Nijmegen along with my ancestors,  
occasionally marrying with them. https://www.geni.com/people/Rijntje-Vos/6000000016842339912.  
Note the last name there = Vos.  I had a bit of difficulty looking those families up.  It’s a pretty common name.   
Some of the Reens families still live in Aalten, NL.  Some from Amsterdam were victims in the Shoah. 
 

    

https://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/07/travel/tracing-jewish-history-along-the-rhine.html
https://www.dutchjewry.org/genealogy/ashkenazi/4160.shtml
https://geni.com/people/Vrouwtie-Frumet-Fles/6000000014100665680
https://www.geni.com/people/Rijntje-Vos/6000000016842339912

