The Chicago Hebrew Mission (CHM) and their publication, The Jewish Era

I haven’t been able to confirm whether Rev. J. I. Fles was acquainted with William Blackstone or just aware of him in the
earliest years when the CHM began in the late 1880s. The Blackstone archive in Wheaton, IL said that they couldn’t find
Fles at all in their records. However considering that Fles must have had to go through Chicago’s railroad station then, it
seems likely to me that they had already met. Fles probably sought for like-minded, important individuals. Or even vice
versa; since Fles already advocated / believed in spreading the Gospel to Jews in his Three Bible Lessons, written in 1879.

The CHM began publishing The Jewish Era in January, 1892. Their inclination towards premillennialism and Zionism was
immediately evident; see the following images from it. From my paper; “The Synod of 1892 document said (Fles’s)
Classis Muskegon initiated a request ‘to support the above mentioned Mission.”” Fles and the CRC began their Mission
to the Jews in support of several other missions in various cities that same year.

Fles published an article about the restoration of Israel in the popular The Volksvriend lowan newspaper on July 8, 1886,
right after that CRC Synod session. “Israel's Present and Future” was on Jeremiah 30:17 and said, “Israel will be so
despised by the nations that it will not be looked after to help them out: no one cares for her.”

Fles wrote another article in The Volksvriend on April 9, 1891. | doubt that this timing was a coincidence. Blackstone’s
letter to President Harrison was dated March 5, 1891. The Volksvriend printed an article about his Memorial on March

26 which favored Blackstone’s “important petition ... born from a conference of Jews and Christians.” (It had already
been held in Chicago).

From the 1892 Jewish Era:
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https://archive.org/details/rev-ji-fles-lifesketch-3/1879%20Three%20Bible%20Lesson-sections/page/n1/mode/2up

North Street Christian Reformed Church’s (in Zeeland) first minister when they began in 1882-1883, Rev. Fles, and their
second minister, Rev. Riemersma likely went to the 1893 Chicago World's Fair to witness about Jesus. Blackstone was a
member of the World’s Columbian Commission for the Chicago Fair, and met with President Grover Cleveland in that
role. D. L. Moody held huge revival meetings nearby under a circus tent. In 1895, Riemersma became a trustee of the
Chicago Hebrew Mission board.

Riemersma wrote a (valuable) biography of Fles in The Jewish Era in 1894. (This is mentioned in the main paper too,
see that end note 2 for a link to it.)

“Begun in 1896 and initially written in Dutch under the title De Heidenwereld, the magazine has consistently promoted
the missionary outreach of the Christian Reformed and Reformed Churches.” Rev. Fles wrote a monthly column in it.
My paper explains that this interesting source has not been digitized yet. It is at Heritage Hall, the RCA doesn’t have it.

Now let me go to 1897 and Theodor Herzl. He has been called the ‘Father of Zionism’ (so was Blackstone).
https://jewishjournal.com/commentary/opinion/352005/theodor-herzl-launches-the-first-zionist-congress-in-1897/ .

Mg. FrReEuDER reports a pleasant and successful quarter’s work.
Everywhere he was received with great kindness by Jews and Christians.
Spoke July 10, at Baraboo, Wis.: July 17, Seward, Ill.; ‘uly 20, Rock-
ford; July 29, Macatawa Park Assembly; July 31, Mich.; Aug.
7, Grand Rapids; Aug. 14, Hinsdale, Ill.; Aug. 21, La Grange; Aug.
24, Lake Bluff; Aug. 28, Joliet: Aug. 29, New Lennox; Sept. 4, and 5,
Muskegon, Mich.; Sept. 11, Grand Rapids; Sept. 12, Grand Haven;
Sept. 18, Spring Lake: Sept. 14, Milwaukee, Wis.: Sept. 25, La Grange.

| can’t prove this list shows that a passionate insider like Fles chose which cities to visit. But page 122 of my paper notes
other later examples of the same type of carefully selective fund-raising efforts.

https://archive.org/details/amfmonthlyl518amer/page/n1/mode/lup The entire publication can be hard to maneuver!
https://archive.org/details/amfmonthlyl1518amer/page/n301/mode/lup
An issue of the Jewish Era, likely before December 8, 1893 had this image below;



https://jewishjournal.com/commentary/opinion/352005/theodor-herzl-launches-the-first-zionist-congress-in-1897/
https://archive.org/details/amfmonthly1518amer/page/n1/mode/1up
https://archive.org/details/amfmonthly1518amer/page/n301/mode/1up

From within the above image, in their pages 22-23 ” ...through one of their ablest ministers, Rev. Mr. Fles, of Muskegon,
himself a converted Jew. More than this, they try to do personal work among the Jews [of Chicago?], according to
opportunity.

This is in a letter to Mr. Angel from a Holland minister, who ... writes: The former is an Israelite. | have talked with him
[unnamed] about the expectations of Israel and found that he as well as all Israelites are very hopeless on that fact
without a Messiah. Of course, coming to the point, he had to admit that his position is untenable. | felt very pitiful and
advised him very strongly to study the Scriptures which | hope he will do. So much is gained anyhow that he subscribed
for the JEWISH ERA. May the God of Israel make it a blessing to him and his family. Have you not something else which
would be convenient fo him to read?” This section does not appear to be Fles talking.



That online source only goes up to 1896! So I've used the following one as well.

Twenty-five years of blessing : historical sketch of the Chicago Hebrew Mission, 1887-1912
(A hardcopy of it was kept on the shelves of Calvin’s Hekman Library.)
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uiug.30112037757421&seq=5
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uiug.30112037757421&seq=52&qg1=Fles&start=1

| don’t think this second link provides the full view of their later years as | intended.
Google Books has also digitized this book. Digitized by Google

Original from UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

An tsinrwal Shketch
nf
The @hirano FHebrew Mission, 1887-1912
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Here are pictures from these sources to show parts of the timelines.

Term expiring 1893.
Col. Geo, R. Clark Rev. Elwood M. Wherry, D. D.
Chas. E. Simmons Rev. J. Shelly Meyer
E. P. Rice Prof. Samuel Tves Curtiss, D. D.

Mrs. L. A. Calder

Term expiring 1894,
Mrs. J. M. Horton Mrs. T. C. Rounds
Mrs. A, F. Wood Geo. A. Mackenzie
Miss E. Dryer Watts De Golyer

Mrs. J. E. Howland



https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uiug.30112037757421&seq=5
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Twenty_five_Years_of_Blessing/uQRDAQAAMAAJ

FFrNaNces,

I'rom what we have written, it will be seen how greatly God
has prospered us financially,  Our small beginning on 12th Street
has increased, our properties today being .ihlcd 'n about $60,000,
with an indebtedness upon them of about $10,000, of which we
have already spoken and which we hope may entirely be removed
this Quarter-Centennial vear—"the good hand of our God being
upon us for good.”  And we would be ¢lad if a start were made
in this direction today ( Nov. 6th) and before this Quarter-Centen-
nial year shall lrave closed we may be able to burn our mortgages
and shout our hallelujahs.

[t may be interesting to know something concerning the money
that God has been pleased to put in our hands (iurm“ the vears
past.  We feel that we should add to the glory of God that the
large amount of money that has been raised the past twenty-five
vears has come to us in answer to praver. Our habit has been to
“Ask the Lord and tell Ths people.™  The answers to praver have
been marvelous,  Many, many times has it seemed impossible for
us to mect our lhabilitiecs—even our daily needs—but our loving,
heavenly Father has proved Himself to be “the God of the impossi-
ble” as we have waited upon [lim, and e has sent us funds in
unc\pcctul unsolicited wavs, It would not glorify God if we did
not mention the funds that have come to us through our faithful
friends of the German Church of the DeWitt Memorial of New
York City, of the Christian Reformed Church of America, and the
Reformed Church of North America. The first named in the very early
days of the Mission: the second sending us, lhmug]\ the Rev, ], L
I'les, their Treasurer: the third, through Rev. C. Kuvper, who has
charge of the funds.  Many times has the ])nxulnu\ been sung over
the timelv offerings of these dear saints. IFrom Maine to California,
ave, even from foreign lands, have come rich gifts, a heauntiful illus-
tration of the time when the kings of the earth shall offer their gifts
to the King of Israel, in order that they may worship Gad aceept: ably
in their own land.  We wish there were time to tell of some of these
wonderful answers,  Perhaps one in connection with this Reading
Room would be in point.

AN ANSWER TO PRAVER,

After we purchased the Reading Room, it was necessary to put
about 8400 worth of repairs, nuhulnvr lumber, upon the building,
We only had about $80 on hand. Lmicnt.unlnw that the will ot
the Lord was to go ahead and He would supply the need, we went
to one of our fncn(l.s, v lumber dealer, and said to him, “Now,
David, you can get lnmhcr much cheaper than we.  Will vou see
at what price vou can get this for us?” handing him a memorandum
the carpenter had given.  He sat down at the telephone and
called up a large firm and said, [ am interested in The Chicago
FHebrew Mission. The Superintendent, Mrs. Rounds, is here and tells
me they are making some repairs on a butlding they have just hought
and I am going to do what I can, and T want vou to give them 1,300
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“It would not glorify God if we did not mention the funds that have come to us through our faithful friends of the German Church
of the DeWitt Memorial of New York City, of the Christian Reformed Church of America, and the Reformed Church of North
America. The first named in the very early days of the Mission: the second sending us, through the Rev. J. I. Fles, their Treasurer:
the third, through Rev. C. Kuyper, who has charge of the funds. Many times has the Doxology been sung over the timely offerings

of these dear saints.”
ELecTioN JanNuary 14, 1913

President, REv. Cuas. A. BLanchuarp, D. D.

Vice-President, Wam. E. BLACKSTLONE

Acting Secretary, Rev. B. B. SurcLIFEE

Treasurer, Mrs. T. C. Rounps, 1425 Solon Place, Chicago, Ill.
Assistant Treasurer, SIMON DEKKER

Auditors, CHas. Vickers, C. W, C. CHANDLER

Superintendent, Mgrs. T. C. Rounns, 1425 Solon Place

Trustees term expiring in 1914: Trustees term expiring in 1915:
Rev. Wm. Stuart Simon Dekker .
Wm. E. Blackstone Mrs. T. C. Rounds
Prof. F. Risberg Chas. Vickers
Rev. H. B. Schuurmans Mrs. J. E. Howland
Mrs. Wm. Borden Rev. E. Gruenstein, D. D.
Mrs. T. S. Smith
Miss E. Dryer A. M. McConoughey

Trustees term expiring in 1916:
Rev. Chas. A. Blanchard, D.D.
Rev. B. B. Sutcliffe
J. P. Roberson
Miss Mary C. Howard
Rev. C. Kuyper
A. F. Gaylord
Rev. J. I. Fles

Exerutive Committer

Simon Dekker, Chairman

Wm. E. Blackstone
Rev Chae A Rlanchard DD

I'll pick one name out from the above to see what a search on him shows;” What is ‘The Responsibility of the Church in
Relation to Israel’? The Rev. B. B. Sutcliffe gave seven reasons for this responsibility...” He was associated with Moody
Bible Institute and a Pres. of “Multnomah School of the Bible Interdenominational— Evangelistic” in Portland, Oregon.
Simon Dekker was an assistant treasurer. Fles’s premillennial eschatology had probably also influenced the RCA minister,
Rev. C. Kuyper. This likely influence may have been via RCA seminary professor, Dr. Egbert Winter, who had probably
known Fles when both were in lowa. - Per my paper and its sources, see pages 80 — 81.

A link to that picture.

(more on next page)


https://ia902708.us.archive.org/33/items/rev-ji-fles-lifesketch-3/CHM-trustees.JPG

| was looking into Rev. B. B. Sutcliffe (mentioned here; https://www.ministrymagazine.org/archive/1943/02/popular-
interest-in-prophecy.) It notes, "The very foundation for premillennial teaching is the Jewish restoration." Then | came
across this — here are image snippets.

The American Board of Missions to the Jews was an independent evangelical Christian “faith mission” founded in 1894.
Unsurprisingly, Dr. Mitch Glaser has more information available about them. 1950 was their 56" year.

Fifty-sixth Year

APRIL, 1950
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Historical Information

American Board of Missions to Jews (Beth Sar Shalom) is a nondenominational, independent faith mission, evangelical in doctrine, founded in 1894, as a pioneer
in Jewish missions. Its missionaries and ministers are ordained by different denominations. The primary aim of the ABMJ is witnessing to Jews, and discipling
and involving them in local church programs after conversion.

The work was begun by a Jewish rabbi, Leopold Cohn, who came to the United States in 1892, settled in Brooklyn, New York, and was converted to Christianity. He
was succeeded by his son, Joseph Hoffman Cohn, who expanded the work to include Canada, England, Europe, Israel, and South America. On the death of Cohn,
the mission continued under the direction of a Board of Directors.

Ministries include centers, literature distribution, Bible conferences, television specials, radio programs, media presentations of the gospel, campus and youth
ministries. A student training program gives guidance and financial support to promising young Jewish converts and Jewish Christians so that they may attend
Bible schools and colleges for education as Jewish evangelists. The Jewish Training Institute offers a three-vear course to those Christians who are interested in
Jewish evangelism. These activities are spread throughout the United States and Canada as well as in Europe, Israel, and South America.

Its publications include: The Chosen People, official publication of the mission; The End Times, a bimonthly radio publication); Shepherd of Israel, a periodical
directed to unconverted Jews; tracts, books, and a Jewish art calendar. A fifteen-minute radio program, "The Chosen People News Hour," is broadcast five days a
week throughout the United States. Foreign language broadcasts are conducted in France and Israel. Area prophetic conferences are also held in the United
States and Canada in cooperation with local evangelical churches. Summer conferences are also held at various campgrounds in the United States and Canada.

In 1982 ABMJ had a staff of 92 missionaries and 17 clerics.
Seeless
| don’t know whether Fles or the CRC had any interactions with this group, but note that Joseph Cohn “was converted”

in or after 1892 in Brooklyn, NY. It’s possible to find more on this mission, and maybe discover whether Fles knew that
“Rev. B. Angel” mentioned in an image above?


https://www.ministrymagazine.org/archive/1943/02/popular-interest-in-prophecy
https://www.ministrymagazine.org/archive/1943/02/popular-interest-in-prophecy

